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A message from the LH Area Choir Directors....

Something has happened once again in the Lake Highlands Area Choirs that has happened before
only one time, at least in my 29 year tenure. All 15 of our choirs (LHJH, FMJH, LHFC, and LHHS)
received sweepstakes awards at UIL Concert and Sightreading Contest. In a TAKS driven world, we
are all exemplary! There are not many areas in the state that can boast such an accomplishment.
This is a testament to the caliber of students we teach and the SUPERIOR instruction they get from
our choral staff. In addition, the support we get from our administrators for our Vertical Teaming and
our amazing parental support allows us to work together for musical excellence. This is truly
“something to write home about!” :
LHACBC May Meeting

Sincerely, Monday, May 2, 7 pm
Choir Room

Michael O’'Hern  Director, LHHS 469-593-1061
Terry Berrier Assoc. Dir.,, LHHS 469-593-1063 |[[ The final meeting of the Lake High-
Kasey Pope Director, LHFC 469-593-1351 ||lands Area Choir Booster Club will be
Kari Gilbertson  Director, FMJH 469-593-1547 | Monday, May 2™ in the choir room.
Carisa Niemeyer Asst. Dir, FMJH  469-593-1574 | The meeting will begin at 7:00. Offic-

Renee Wilson  Director, LHJH 469-593-1629 | &S for next year will be elected at this
' time. A copy of the slate of officers

will be posted outside the choir room.

From Mr. O'Hemn....
What a personal and professional journey this year has been! We have all grown and become strong-
er as singers and as people. As choral directors, we have the unique opportunity to reach our stu-
dents on a different level than their other teachers. Some teachers get to work with them for a year or
two, but we sometimes get to watch them grow and mature as people and musicians for up to six
years. What an amazing opportunity we have!

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the students, parents and directors throughout the
Lake Highlands Area who have given of their time and talents to make this a successful and memora-
ble year. | get tired just thinking of all we have done! As always, it is hard to let go of the seniors and
their families, but | know we will remain in contact, and | wish them all the best and a lifetime of happi-

ness. All of the LHHS singers and their families will
H-'-'.'.'.'.'-'-'.'-'.' always hold a very special place in my heart.

LHHS _Ch0|r Banquet Idll hope you are aware of the tremendous support our

I-I Friday, May 13 choir program receives from Ms. Dillon and the admin-

6:30 pm Students, Student Center istration at LHHS. If you have not already done so,

H 7:30 pm Concert, LHHS Auditorium H take the time to thank them for their help and encour-

agement. We are so lucky to have them at LHHS.

LHJH Spring Concert

Tuesday, May 17 Special thanks to our Booster Club president Diana
7:30 pm LHJH Auditorium Milan for her two years of time, work, leadership and
dedication. We all owe a huge debt of gratitude to Te-

FMJH Spring Concert resa Chilian for taking on the huge job of Booster Club
Thursday, May 19 Treasurer for two years! To Terry, Kasey, Kari,
7:30 pm LHFC Auditorium Renee, and Carisa, thank you for everything you give
o to the young musicians in our LH area choirs. We all

LHFC Patriotic Concert have something very special in the Lake Highlands
Tuesday, May 24 Area choir program and Thank You for being a part of

7:30 pm LHHS Auditorium it!




From Mr. O’Hern....

The Lake Highlands Choir Department has had an
amazing spring semester thus farl With All State audi-
tions, the musical, Solo and Ensemble, the Espree
show, UIL and the Choir Trip behind us, we are looking
ahead to the Choir Banquet!

Solo and Ensemble

The following students received Superior Ratings for
their solos at the UIL Region Ill Solo and Ensemble Con-
test on February 19th at Poteet High School:

Sam Atalis, Kelly Burroughs, Katie Campbell, Connie

Clark, Jordan Chumbley, Julia Dankberg, Jake Gaba, |&

Emily Garcia, Kristen Gavigan, Elena Hall, Emily Haw-
kins, Kelsey Hohnstein, Stratton Horres, Jordan Inman,

Megan Jodie, Nick Jones, Rachel Jones, Siobhan Kelly, | '

Sarah Kent, Mary Ellen Kidd, Roman Milan, Katie North,
Brice Paterik, Katie Paulsen, Hannah Pittman, Coley
Quilling, Matt Smith, Joel Spreier, Parker Starr, Delaney
Sullivan and Spencer Wood.

Our ensembles also had a very successful day with 10
of our LHHS ensembles receiving superior ratings!

Congratulations and thanks for the hard work!

All State Choir!
All State Choir Auditions were held at Texas A&M Com-
merce on January 7". Jordan Chumbley, Rachel Jones,
and Roman Milan were selected to perform with the
2011 TMEA All State Choir! Mary Ellen Kidd was
named an alternate. They performed at the Texas Mu-
sic Educators Association Convention in San Antonio
Feb. 10-13. CONGRATULATIONS!

e, , |

.

Espree

something to remember. In addition to the Espree show,
the Choir Banquet.

Espree has had a very active spring semester. The 2011 Espree show, “T*ReO<U*BeL*E” was a huge success.
The performers in Espree entertained the audience with hits of today, 60’s hits, and hits of the new millennium. It
was an awesome evening! Special thanks to all of the parents who worked countless hours to make the show

Auditions for Espree 2011-2012 will be held on May 23-24 with callbacks on May 25th.

the group looks forward to our spring performances and
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U.l.L.

The A Cappella Choir, the Varsity Women’s Choir, Var-
sity Men'’s Choir and the Sophomore Women'’s Choir all
received Sweepstakes Awards at UIL concert and
sightreading contest held at South Garland High School
and Rockwall Heath High School. Thanks to Angela
Green for coordinating our volunteers and to Diana Mi-
lan and Crysta Jones for providing snacks and water for
A Cappella before they sang! We are grateful to all the
parents that helped us with chaperoning and those par-
ents and friends who came to listen.

Lake Highlands Choirs Hit the Beach

The 70 members of the A Cappella Choir, chaperones
and directors spent four wonderful days exploring the
Riverwalk in San Antonio, the beach of North Padre,
and the State Capitol in Austin. They competed at the
American Classics/Bluebonnet Music competition held
at Stevens High School in San Antonio. They won the
contest with all 3 groups named as outstanding perfor-
mances and the Women’s Choir named as the Best in
Class. Special thanks to chaperones Diana & David
Milan, Crysta & Jeff Jones, Terry Berrier, Carisa Nie-
meyer, Kasey Pope, and Renee Wilson.

Choir Banquet

The 2011 Spring Choir banquet will be held on Friday,
May 13th in the LHHS Student Center. The students
will eat at 6:30 and the parents are invited to come for

the concert in the auditorium at 7:30. All of the LHHS
Choirs and Espree will be performing. The 2011-2012 A
Cappella choir officers will be announced, and awards
will be presented to outstanding students in each choir.
A slide show of the year’'s activities will be presented
and the evening will close with a choral benediction for
our graduating seniors. Don’t miss this special even-
ing!

Uniforms

All LHHS Choir uniforms are due back to the choir room
on Tuesday, May 10"™. The uniforms should be re-
turned in a dry cleaner bag with the student's name
clearly visible. Please help us with this time-consuming
task by returning your uniform on time.

THANK YOU...

What an amazing year this has been in the Lake High-
lands Area Choirs! We are so blessed to have the won-
derful singers, the amazingly supportive parents, and
the school administrators who are both helpful and en-
couraging in all that we do.

We are so proud of all of our schools and their accom-
plishments this year. The results are a true testimony to
the hard work and dedication on the part of our direc-
tors and singers. It is our hope that the singers leave
our programs not only better musicians, but better peo-

ple.

Music instruction has been related to higher achieve-
ment in reading comprehension; spelling; mathematics;
general academic achievement; verbal, perceptual and

spatial mental abilities; ability to use and manipulate
symbols; conflict-resolution skills; and very important
positive self-esteem.
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A Cappella awarded an Outstanding Performance atth e American Classics/Bluebonnet Festival in San Anto

nio

A Cappella sings on the steps of the Capitol

Luau Party Fun!

LHFC students celebrating UIL success
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Competition Results!
What an exciting time for the Lake Highlands Choirs!

The LHFC Choirs did an outstanding job at their UIL Com-
petition on April 5". Chorale, the Women’s Choir, and the
Men’s Choir received SWEEPSTAKES! The ratings were
definitely a reflection of the hard work that all the choir
members put into their music and sightreading.

Special recognition goes to Tommy Chilian, who accompa-
nied one of our concert pieces at UIL. Also, great job to
Shane Bono and Stephen Duncan for singing a beautiful
duet. Thanks to our section leaders who each did an out-
standing job in the sightreading room at UIL. We have so
many great leaders in our choir program!

Thanks goes to Karen Sather, our accompanist, for con-
tributing to our performances with such musicality and pro-
fessionalism. Also, thanks to our chaperones Diana Milan,
Tonda Howard, Jean Bono, and Darsi Grunewald, who
helped so much by riding buses, sitting with choirs, and
being there to support us!

UIL Solo and Ensemble
The Freshman Center had great success at UIL Solo and
Ensemble on February 20!

Thank you to our outstanding voice teachers Amanda
Bond, Jessica Espiritu, Maria Sims, Andrea Talladino, and
Melanie Moore. These teachers work on a day-to-day
basis improving each individual singer, and they prepared
our students for success at Solo and Ensemble. We came
home with 21 “Superior Ratings.” Great job to all of our
soloists! The soloists from LHFC were:

Kyle Adams, Shane Bono, Allison Brockette, Kelsey Buck-
ley, Tommy Chilian, Stephen Duncan, Stephanie Estrera,
Mackenzie Fugate, Kate Gavigan, Mary Headrick, Anna
Howard, Rachel Lander, Katherine McCoy, Griffin Milan,
Katie Morgan, Alex Moser, Katie Samuelsen, Anna Starr,
Jack Taylor, Jared Thomas, Thomas Thornton, Chris Tru-
ong, and Peyton Williams.

fy
A Salute to Americal

Tuesday, May 24 ™, 7:30 pm,
i LH High School Auditorium

Our next and final performance will be our Spring Patriotic
Concert on Tuesday, May 24" at 7:30 PM in the Lake
Highlands High School auditorium.

Students have been asked to provide photos of relatives
that have served in branches of our Armed Services. The
deadline for submitting these photos is Thursday, May
12", Photos will be used for a display that evening and will
be returned to their owners.

We hope to stir the audience’s patriotism, and we hope to
bring honor to our nation’s history, soldiers, and veterans
through our music. Please invite friends and family who
have served our country so that we may recognize and
honor them. Also, LHFC Choir Alumni are invited to join
us on stage for our final selection, “Battle Hymn of the Re-
public.” We hope you will join us for our patriotic celebra-
tion, “A Salute to America!”

CenterStage 2011-2012 Auditions
Thursday, May 26 ™, 4:30-7:00 pm

CenterStage auditions for 2011-2012 will be held in the
Lake Highlands Freshman Center auditorium on May 26"
from 4:30 pm to 7:00 pm. Any incoming freshman singer
is welcome to audition. The audition will include a perfor-
mance of one song which can be popular, Broadway, a
show tune, etc. The song should be memorized and ac-
companied by a piano player or a CD and will be sung
using a microphone. You can sign up at either Junior High
or contact Mrs. Pope to set up a specific audition time.

Chorale 2011-2012 Auditions

Auditions for the 2011-2012 Chorale will be held at Forest
Meadow Junior High and Lake Highlands Junior High dur-
ing choir classes. Singers who want to audition who are
not enrolled in Choir at Lake Highlands Junior High or For-
est Meadow Junior High should contact Mrs. Pope to set
up an individual audition time.

A Note from the Director

I have officially become Mrs. Pope! Nathan and | got mar-
ried on January 29", and Chorale recorded a beautiful
song that was played at the wedding. It was so meaning-
ful to me, and | am so proud of this choir. Thanks to all of
the parents and students who have been so supportive —
with a wonderful “shower” during class before the wed-
ding. Looking forward to a wonderful end to the year!

LHFC Guys after UIL rehearsal
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Spring Festival

The 2011 RISD Junior High Festival was held on March
22" All of the Richardson junior high schools brought their
Varsity Choirs to Pearce High School to perform UIL con-
test selections. The students and directors got to enjoy the
singing of our fellow choirs in Richardson. All of the choirs
gave outstanding performances. What a fun night!

U.l.L. Choir Contest

Congratulations to all choirs for their success at UIL! We
took four groups to contest this year at Mesquite High
School: Varsity Treble, Varsity Tenor/Bass, Varsity Mixed
and a Non Varsity Treble. All of the ensembles performed
beautifully on stage as well as in the sightreading room and
all four went home with Sweepstakes trophies!!! Thank
you for all of your hard work! Thank you also to all parent
volunteers for making the day a success, especially our
awesome chaperones.

Non-Varsity Girls Choir at 2011 UIL

Spring Concert and Award Ceremony

The choirs will have their last concert on Tuesday, May
17", at 7:30 PM in the LHJH Auditorium. Awards will be
given out for All-Region Choir Members, Outstanding Musi-
cians, Most Improved Musicians, Best Boy and Girl in Cho-
rale, and the John Stallings Memorial Award. The choirs
will be performing some new music and a few highlights
from our UIL contest music!

Hurricane Harbor

Chorale will be traveling to Birdville High School in North
Richland Hills for this competition on Wednesday, May 4".
We will meet at LHJH very early in the morning. We warm-
up at 8:30 AM and perform at 8:45 AM on the stage at Bird-
ville High School. Any parents wanting to chaperone,
please contact Ms. Russell. (469) 593-1629.

Thank you

Thank you again to all choir parents for helping to make
this year a success, especially our wonderful board mem-
bers! Thank you to Ms. Escalante, Mr. Gonzales, Mrs.
Murrell, and the rest of the LHJH staff for their continued
support of the choirs with their praise and their presence.
Thank you all for a very successful year!

I would like to thank Mike O’Hern, Terry Berrier, Kasey
Pope, Kari Gilbertson, and Carisa Niemeyer for their signifi-
cant contributions to the LHJH choir program this year.
What an amazing vertical team! We could not have made
it without you! Thank you for all of your help, expertise,
patience, love, and support.

Limited Edition Tour

Limited Edition will go on tour to the area elementary
schools once again in May. The times have not been set,
but information will be sent home soon with all of the de-
tails. We will be touring May 13". Please contact Ms. Rus-
sell if you would like to drive!
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LHJH Upcoming Choir Events

The coming weeks are busy in choir at LHJH. Please check your calendars and make sure that you have the following
dates and events. This will include a few extra practices for contest and concert preparations. Look for letters to come
home with your students regarding these events. Call Ms. Russell at 469-593-1629 with any questions.

May 4 Hurricane Harbor Festival—Chorale Only Birdville HS All Day
May 13 Limited Edition Tour TBD TBD

May 17 LHJH Spring Choir Concert LHJH Auditorium 7:30pm
May 20 Six Flags! Six Flags All Day
May 24 LHJH Uniform Turn in Date LHJH Choir Room All Day
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7-8 All Region Choir

Congratulations to the 8 FMJH students who were selected for
the 7/8 All-Region Choirs. Singers chosen were: Will Aman,
Elizabeth Burroughs, Emily Clark, Lauren Frank, Luke Garwood,
Mark Garwood, Vincent Leal and Mary Lea Phillips. Great job to
everyone who auditioned! The region choirs practiced and per-
formed at Sachse High School on Saturday, February 26".

EMJH Spring Concert

The FMJH Spring Concert will be held on Thursday, May 19th
at 7:30 p.m. at the Freshman Center Auditorium. All the Forest
Meadow Choirs will perform songs from UIL Contest as well as
some “lighter” numbers, and outstanding choir member awards
will be given. Alumni, be ready to come to the stage and sing our
weekly anthem, “Set Me As A Seal” with current FMJH Chorale
members! Bring your Kleenex!

Thank you. . .

The FMJH Choirs would like to thank the amazing LHACBC for
their continued support of our dynamic and growing program.
Your resources and never-ceasing commitment to our goal of the
highest excellence help us to pursue our choir motto: “FMJH
Choir—When you care enough to be the very best!”

Sincere thanks to all the directors, parents, teach  ers, admin-
istrators, and PTA and especially students who make being at
Forest Meadow so amazing. There are so many to thank:
Thanks to Allison Brown for being our “Booster Mom” and Connie
Anthony and Fran Phillips for being our Sound Express Moms;
Kim Aman and Carrie Patton for organizing our volunteers and
communications; Connie Anthony and Elaine Atalis and their ar-
my of parents for coordinating all our uniform needs; Christi Ken-
ny and her team for fundraising help; and all the other countless
volunteers throughout the year who make our area so extraordi-
nary. We are truly grateful.

Hurricane Harbor

FMJH Chorale can’t wait to compete at Hurricane Harbor Choir
Festival for the 11th year in a row. We want to defend our “Best
in Class” Championship this year and look forward to some
friendly competition with many area choirs. Chorale will sing on
Wednesday, May 4" at Birdville High School and then all the
choirs get ready to celebrate our end of year all day on Friday,
May 20 at Six Flags. (9:00am-6:00pm) We will need chaperones
on Friday. You can ride the rides or read a book....just plan on a
relaxing and fun day with the kids. Contact Kim Aman if you are
available for all or part of the day.

Chorale Auditions

CHORALE AUDITIONS - Join the tradition, excellence and fun!!
Auditions for the 2011-2012 FMJH Chorale will be held in May
for all current 7th graders. Students who are not currently
enrolled in choir are welcome to audition!! Chorale has had
a great year, full of activity and success.....Fall Concerts; Holi-
day CD's; UIL Sweepstakes; Hurricane Harbor Victory; etc....
Sign-ups for audition times will be announced at school. Please
see or call Ms. Gilbertson if you have questions.

Keep sharing your stories and expertise about how to make
Choir a part of the life of FMJH students! We're excited we will
have one of our biggest choir enrollments ever next year! Make
sure that every student and singer you know is a part of it!!

Uniform_Turn _In All uniforms must be dry
. . cleaned and turned in to the FMJH Choir Department
" by Thursday, May 26th. Our wonderful PTA and alum-
ni have donated the dresses and tuxes for our growing
department. Please make sure that they are in a dry
cleaning bag and the student’s name is clearly visible.
Student records will not be cleared without turning in a
rented uniform and they will take a written semester
exam.

U.l.L. Concert and Sightreading Performance

Assessment

The UIL contest for Jr. High choirs was held on March 31 and
April 1 at Mesquite HS This contest is the equivalent of our
choir TAKS test and rates our choir on state UIL standards. All
four of our FMJH Choirs who participated received
“Sweepstakes” ratings! A Sweepstakes isn't just a trophy....it is
the equivalent of getting a Commended result on the TAKS test!
Congratulations to Chorale, Varsity Tenor/Bass, Varsity Treble,
and the Junior Varsity Girls’ Choirs. They put in a lot of extra
time and effort to prepare and their hard work definitely paid off.
Also, huge thanks go to the many volunteers who chaperoned
and those who sent “brain food!”

Good Times Ahead! Current and past choir kids and parents
are my best recruiting tool for new choir students!!! Incoming 7"
graders don't audition. It's not too late to join or change their
schedules. Talk it up! And remember, keep up your great work
educating and informing about all the good things happening
here at FMJH. We have a huge number of singers coming next
year (especially boys!)...don't let your friends miss out on the
hottest thing at FMJH. Please call Ms. Gilbertson if you have
guestions at 469-593-1547.
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Hello Choir Families,

Congratulations to all of our choirs at UIL this year! Sweepstakes for everyone!!! ~ Woo hoo! | hope we don't take our
success for granted either because these results are only awarded with lots of work and dedication on the part of our
outstanding directors and students. We are so fortunate to be in an area that aims for musical excellence and consistent-
ly achieves it!

| hope you all were able to catch the Espree show this year — it was wildly entertaining! The Glee cast has nothing on
our talented and energetic bunch!

| was fortunate to go on the A Cappella’s trip to San Antonio and Corpus Christi. The choirs’ performances at both the
music festival and the State Capitol brought tears to my eyes. Such beautiful music! Everyone had a blast on the River-
walk and at the beach. | sincerely hope each of your kids gets to go on this fun trip because it will be a true highlight of
many of their choir careers.

Thank you to all of our volunteers who spent countless hours helping to make our choir programs run smoothly this year.
| especially appreciate the support and dedication of the LHACBC board members. You made my job the easiest!

Finally, thank you to each of our talented directors for their dedication to excellence in music education. We are truly
grateful for your passion for music and for your devotion to the students.

Have a great summer!

Diana Milan
LHACBC President

Lake Highlands Area Choirs

c/o Lake Highlands High School
9449 Church Road

Dallas, TX 75238 002

“Choir Notes” is a publication of
The Lake Highlands Area Choir
Booster Club, an organization of
parents and others who wish to
support the outstanding choral
music program at Lake High-
lands High School, Lake High-
lands Freshman Center, Forest
Meadow Junior High and Lake
Highlands Junior High in the
Richardson Independent School

District.
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